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Everyone shall enjoy freedom of expression because it is the fundamental right 
which all people have solely in virtue of being human. Being a fundamental right, the 
right to freedom of expression is pretected not only by domestic law but also by 
international law in today’s world. From the perspective of international human rights 
law, the dissertation conducts an in-depth research of the main aspects of the system 
of freedom of expression, clarifies the content of freedom of expression in different 
legal documents, analyzes the judicial practice of freedom of expression in different 
protecting systems, and manifests the tension between the protection and limitation of 
freedom of expression. On this basis, the dissertation explores the ways to improve 
the Chinese system of freedom of expression and puts forth some suggestions and 
ideas for that. Besides introduction and conclusion sections, the dissertation consists 
of five chapters. 
In the introduction section, the author illuminates the significance of the theme, 
the existing research on the theme, the materials selected and the research methods 
employed by the author. Then the structure of this dissertation is introduced. 
Chapter one analyzes the fundamental principles of freedom of expression which 
constitute the theoretical bases of the dissertation. The author illustrates the origins, 
the characteristics and the dimensions of freedom of expression and analyzes the 
fundamental theories of the freedom. Then the author points out that the right to 
freedom of expression is not an absolute one and manifests the limitations of the right. 
Chapter two deals with freedom of expression in the context of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. The author introduces the internationalizing progress of 
the human rights protection. Then the author points out that the standards of human 
rights embodied in the UDHR are the overlapping consensus beyond the multiple 
civilizations. On this basis, the dissertation centers the discussion on the Article 19 of 
the UDHR and anaylzes the nature, the content, the subjects, the origins and the 
limitations of freedom of expression. 
Chapter three deals with freedom of expression in the framework of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The author centers the 














freedom of expresson together. By the in-depth research of the legal instrument and 
practice, the author illustrate the content of freedom of expresson and the different 
characteristics of freedom to hold opions and freedom to expression. Then the 
dissertation makes an analyzation of the limitations of freedom of expression. 
Chapter four deals with freedom of expression in the framework of the 
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.By the 
comparative approach applied to leagal docudents, the author discusses the 
characteristics of the Article 10 of the ECHR. On this basis, the author explores 
freedom to hold opions and freedom of expresson respectively and centers the 
discussion on the right of silence, the disclosure of journalist's Source and other 
questions.After that the dissertation briefly analyzes the scope of freedom of 
expression of some special types of subjects and explores the restrictions on the 
freedom and the limitation on abuses of the restrictions on the freedom. 
Chapter five is devoted to the analyses of current system of freedom of 
expression in today's China. Suggestions to improve Chinese system of freedom of 
expression are put forth respectively from the perspectives of the constitution and the 
press law. Then the dissertation studies the freedom of expression in the context of 
international supervision. The author points out that China should accept the 
neccessary international supervision to improve Chinese system of freedom of 
expression. 
In the conclusion section, the author emphasizes the significance of the 
internationalizing protection of human rights and the core values of freedom of 
expression. Then the author manifests the main viewpoints of improving the system of 
freedom of expression in China. 
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